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Letter from the Editor:
We had another fine example of local government in action at Tuesdays Town Meeting Day. I
think whether you were there or not we can all agree that we owe Jim Ameden and Bob
Forbes a huge thank you for their many years of public service (both on and off the board).
Until you have walked a mile in the shoes of people who donate and volunteer their valuable
time, year after year, to sit thru endless meetings, supporting the community by educating
themselves on a variety of zoning, environmental, septic and traffic minutia etc etc etc and
wading thru the bureaucracy of small town government – you have no idea how big their gift
to us truly is. We were blessed to have your years of service and we appreciate your
contribution to our town. Congratulations to Vince and Jim our new members, who have very
big shoes to fill.
There were many opinions, topics and vigorous discussions on a variety of topics from the 1%
local option tax on sales, rooms, meals and alcohol (voted down) to the exploration
(approved) of what selling cannibus goods in Londonderry might look like should it be
legalized. I think we’ll wait to jump that hurdle until we get to it. Both 1 st and 2nd Constable
positions remain open if anybody is interested – please contact town hall or the select board.
We were blessed to have Doug Friant as our Moderator once again who kept things on point
and at a brisk pace. And as always a thank you to all who worked the polls and made it
seamless for people to go vote. We are grateful to all who participate in this awesome process
both behind the scenes, or those who participate by running and holding office and those that
attend and spend their time effecting change thru polite discourse, conversation, exchange of
ideas and voting.
Darcy Duval
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DOINGS IN DERRY
BY BRUCE FRAUMAN

Speaking just for myself as someone aware of some initiatives taking place this
spring, I encourage all Londonderry residents to participate in each of the surveys
taking place this spring.
First there is the Broadband survey conducted by the Windham Regional
Commission.
Background
information
can
be
read
here
http://windhamregional.org/news/regional-broadband-project-2.. You can fill
out the survey here www.windhamregional.org/broadband. Basically, the WRC
has six months to find out what households have, don’t have and want for
internet connectivity, then write a business plan to meet those unmet needs. .
The goal is to provide fiber optic service to everyone who wants it, starting with
those who have no service at all.
Second, the Planning Commission will be conducting a survey of landowners as to
their water supply and how their waste water is disposed and processed. Many,
like myself, have both a well and a septic system on a very small plot of land. If
we were to sell or change the use of our property, new state rules would apply
which requires more distance between the well and the septic system.
Londonderry’s Town Administrator, Shane O’Keefe, has told the Selectboard that
many people have come to him with the idea of starting a business in town, but
were told they cannot because of water/waste water issues. The future viability
of Londonderry is at stake here. Please complete the water/waste water survey
when you see it. We will see what conclusions and possible solutions come from
the engineers doing the study.
Finally, fill out the Census online or on paper when you can. As a country, we do
this once every ten years and it affects the flow of many federal funds.
Thank you for your attention and participation.
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BONE BUILDERS – Mondays & Thursdays 9-10 AM

Monday March 9th 10:30 AM Identifying Animals in the Wild
A winter landscape is not only beautiful but also offers an excellent opportunity
to identify wild animals that have been in the area. Identifying animals by their
tracks can be easy, but it is also deceptively tricky. Rick Ladue, from the Equinox
Preservation Trust will discuss how to identify animals in the wild but space is
limited, so call 824-4343 to make a reservation. The Equinox Preserve covers 914
acres of forest lands on the eastern slopes of Mount Equinox in Manchester.
There are 11 miles of marked and maintained trails, which are managed by the
Equinox Preservation Trust.
Tuesday February 4th and continuing each Tuesday through April 7th 11 AM to 3
PM, the AARP Foundation is providing free individualized assistance and
preparation for all low to moderate taxpayers – especially those 50 and older.
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is the nation’s largest free tax assistance and
preparation service. Since its inception, the program has served more than 50
million taxpayers. Call Neighborhood Connections at 824-4343 to schedule an
appointment. When calling for an appointment, a volunteer will work with you
and provide guidance on what materials to bring with you.
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NEI GH BORH OOD CONNECTI ONS PRESENTS:

I DEN TI F YI N G
AN I M ALS I N
TH E W I LD
With Rick Ladue from the Equinox Preserve

FREE for all

Join us for a
discussion on how to
identify which
animals have passed
through the area

Call 802.824.4343 to
register

M O N D AY, M ARCH 9 T H
1 0 : 3 0 AM
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SOUTH LONDONDERRY FREE LIBRARY
Come to the library on Saturday, March 14th at 10:30 and make an elf or a fairy
with artist, Casey Junker Bailey. Casey will provide materials for this free
workshop and all are welcome.
While you are here you can view the beautiful oil paintings of Nancy Calicchio.
Nancy was a founder of Maple Street School but now has turned to art as a fulltime endeavor. She is a primarily self-taught artist and is inspired by nature to
create her peaceful landscapes.
Children are invited to use our new super-duper AWE computer that has fun
learning software on it for all age groups – from preschoolers through preteens.
Besides books, libraries often lend non-traditional items from gardening tools to
telescopes. We invite you to stop in and borrow our Celestron binoculars that
were purchased many years ago through a grant from The Freeman Foundation.
As always, we have new books and new movies for you to check out. Some new
books include American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins, The Guest book by Sarah Blake,
Late Migrations by Margaret Renkl and Desperate Measures by Stuart Woods.
Bomber’s Moon by Archer Mayor has recently been replaced and is again
available for you to borrow. New movies include the acclaimed PBS series the
Durrells in Corfu, Indian Summers, Joker, Parasite and The Greatest Showman.
Whatever we don’t have on our shelves can usually be lent to us from other
libraries, schools or colleges throughout this wonderful state.
See you at the library!
Mary K. Butera, Librarian
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Montessori kids were thrilled with the library’s AWE computer!

**************************************************************************************

LAHS Receives a Grant from the Windham Foundation.
The Londonderry Arts and Historical is thrilled to announce they were recently
awarded a $4000 grant from the Windham Foundation to employ a staff member
to organize and catalog the work of Bernadine Custer Sharp. The Londonderry
Arts and Historical Society owns a substantial collection of the artist’s paintings,
drawings and sketches.
Bernadine Custer Sharp was a 20th-century American painter, illustrator and WPA
muralist who worked in New York City and Vermont. Her artistic style has been
described as "American Regionalism" and often features genre paintings and
watercolors inspired by her neighbors and surroundings. Custer and her husband
divided their time between New York City and Londonderry, VT, where they
restored an 1840 farmhouse. In Vermont, Custer and Sharp were dedicated
members of the Southern Vermont Arts Center. Bernadine Custer died on
November 2, 1991 in Ludlow, Vermont. Upon her death, she bequeathed her
Londonderry farmhouse to the Londonderry Arts and Historical Society. The
Londonderry Arts and Historical Society now uses the Bernadine Custer Sharp
House as their headquarters and gallery space during the summer months.
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Londonderry Volunteer Rescue Squad Thanks Community
Londonderry, Vermont - On behalf of the Londonderry Volunteer Rescue Squad (LVRS), wishes
to thank our friends and neighbors for their generosity in purchasing raffle tickets to support
our Annual Benefit.
LVRS raises funds each year in order to continue to provide FREE ambulance and rescue
services to the tri-mountain towns of Landgrove, Londonderry, Peru, South Londonderry,
Stratton, Weston, Windham, and Winhall and Andover Ridge. The funds raised will cover the
squad’s day-to-day operating expenses, training, ambulance maintenance and replacement,
and the purchase of equipment and supplies.
We would also like to extend a sincere and heartfelt thank you to our local businesses and
special friends for their donations of the raffle prizes that helped to make the Benefit the great
success it was.
Bar 802
Black Magic Chimney Sweep
Blair Books
Bob Ray
Bromley Advenure Park
Bromley Market
Bromley Mountain
Cactus Patch
Colonial House
D. Lasser Ceramics
Edgar May Center
Emily Stoddard
Endless Creations
Garet Spirer
Grandma Millers
Hannah Parker
Hapgood Store
Inn Victoria
Jake’s Care
Karen Utiger
Landgrove Inn
Lee Ferguson
Londonderry Butcher
Londonderry Hardware
Londonderry Village Market

MacLaomainn’s Pub
Magic Mountain
Manchester Maintenance
Marge & Bob Fish
Martha & Bud Stevenson
McWayne Jewelers
Mike & Tammy’s
Mountain Goat
Mulligan’s Stratton
New American Grill
Northshire Bookstore
Phil & Wilma Tremarco
Red Apple Cheese
Red Slate
Royal Paynes
Seesaw’s Resturant
Southern Pie Co.
Stratton Mountain
Sugar Bob’s
TK Cord Wood
Trulywooden
Vermont Country Store
Weston Playhouse
Wild Wings Ski Touring
Wild Wings Yoga
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DAILY UPDATE ON NOVEL CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

MARCH 8, 2020

New information is in red.

Current Status in Vermont
The Health Department is closely monitoring the developments in the outbreak of respiratory illness caused by a novel (new)
coronavirus ("COVID-19"). Vermont is prepared to respond to protect and support Vermonters.
On the evening of March 7, 2020, health officials announced the first case of COVID-19 in Vermont. Officials are awaiting
confirmation of the presumptive positive test result by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The adult patient is a Bennington County resident, currently hospitalized and in an airborne infection isolation room at
Southwestern Vermont Medical Center.
This morning, Governor Phil Scott, along with Health Commissioner Mark Levine, MD, Agency of Human Services Secretary Mike
Smith and Deputy Public Safety Commissioner Christopher Herrick held a press conference at the State Emergency Operations
Center to update Vermonters about this first case and of state preparedness and response efforts.



For
full
audio
(via
vpr.org)
of
today’s
press
conference
on
Vermont’s
first
https://cpa.ds.npr.org/vpr/audio/2020/03/vpr-news-coronavrius-press-conference-20200308.mp3
For video (in four parts, via WCAX), visit: https://www.wcax.com/content/news/COVID-19-568607941.html

COVID-19

case,

visit:

Public health epidemiologists are working to investigate possible travel or exposure history and to identify anyone who had close
contact with the person. Those individuals will be assessed for their exposure risk and provided with guidance for their health.
Where appropriate, they will receive recommendations for self-isolation or other restrictions.
We are also talking with the staff at Southwestern Vermont Medical Center to ensure they are properly cared for and protected, so
that other patients are also protected.
We expect, and are prepared for, more cases in Vermont, and are taking every action to limit the spread of illness.
In addition to protecting a patient’s personal health information, state health and public safety officials are committed to ensuring
that Vermonters are aware of any risk to themselves and their community. This is the essential work of public health. We will
contact anyone identified as at-risk as part of any case investigation, and recommend they stay home for 14 days or follow other
restrictions as needed.
Actionable information for individuals, schools, organizations, businesses and others will be shared quickly to protect the health of
Vermonters and prevent the spread of disease.
Anyone who feels ill or has concerns about their health should call their health care provider.
For the most up-to-date information and guidance about COVID-19, including from the CDC, visit healthvermont.gov/covid19.
As of 1:00 p.m. on March 8, 2020:
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Vermont cases of COVID-19

1

Vermont cases of COVID-19 requiring hospitalization

1

Vermonters tested negative for COVID-19

28

Vermonters being monitored

224

Vermonters who have completed monitoring

23

Update on Cost Sharing for Testing


Governor Phil Scott announced on March 6 that the State will ensure that anyone who meets the medical requirements for
testing for COVID-19 can do so at no cost. These actions will help ensure that the cost of testing for COVID-19 will not be a
concern, if the test is determined to be medically necessary.



To make sure tests that are determined to be medically necessary are free, the Department of Financial Regulation will
issue an emergency bulletin requiring Vermont health insurers to waive any out-of-pocket costs for COVID-19 testing
including testing during emergency room, urgent care, and office visits.



Similarly, no cost-sharing will be applied to COVID-19 testing for Medicaid members. And the cost of testing for anyone who
is uninsured will also be absorbed by state government. Only about 3% of Vermonters do not have health care coverage.



Earlier this week, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) also announced that those receiving health
insurance through Medicare are eligible for medically necessary COVID-19 testing at no cost.

Containment and Prevention Measures


We expect there will be more cases of COVID-19 in the state. Vermont Health Officials urge Vermonters to stay informed
and take all necessary precautions.



Following new guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, returning travelers whose last day in China,
Italy, South Korea or Iran was March 4 or afterwards should stay home and monitor their health for 14 days after returning
to the United States. Travelers returning from Japan should monitor their health for 14 days after returning to the United
States.



All travelers who have returned from those countries in the last 14 days should call the Health Department at 802-8637240. The Health Department will be in regular contact with you for 14 days since the day you left the affected area to
monitor you for symptoms of shortness of breath, cough or fever. If you develop these symptoms, contact your health care
provider right away.



Vermont is currently working with New Hampshire in response to a New Hampshire case with close proximity to Vermont.
Read more here: https://www.healthvermont.gov/media/newsroom/vt-and-nh-health-officials-working-together-tracecontacts-nh-covid-19-case and here: https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/HS-COVID19March-4-update.pdf.



Since the virus first emerged, the Vermont Health Department has been in constant contact with CDC and other states to
closely monitor developments, and work to minimize the spread of illness. State government has been advising health care
providers, schools, emergency responders on the latest information and preventive measures, and providing guidance and
updates on the website and through the news media. This is a quickly evolving situation with new information guiding
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actions on an ongoing basis. Staff across the Department of Health are working in the Health Operations Center to adjust
our response as appropriate to the situation in Vermont.


Epidemiologists and public health nurses have been following CDC protocols for monitoring people who have recently
returned from travel to affected areas (which includes China, South Korea, Iran, Italy, and Japan as of March 6). Monitoring
means checking their temperature daily, watching for symptoms, and for some people, staying home.



The Vermont Department of Health has compiled helpful guidance on how to help keep respiratory illnesses like COVID-19
from spreading, travel information and situation updates from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. This can all
be found at healthvermont.gov/COVID-19.



Last week (week of February 24), the CDC made testing kits available to the states, and this week (week of March 1), the
Health Department Laboratory began testing for COVID-19.



At the direction of Governor Phil Scott, Vermont Emergency Management assembled an interagency task force to support
the overall public health response and further prepare for the likelihood of COVID-19 cases in Vermont. This task force is
focused on forward-looking, situation-specific mitigation planning, while the Vermont Department of Health continues its
containment strategy in response to the current situation.



The Health Department is working to strengthen protections for older Vermonters, including developing screening
questions for visitors to long-term care facilities to identify anyone at risk. These have been made available for hospitals or
other health care facilities.

Guidance for Vermonters
Guidance for Travelers Returning to Vermont from an Affected Area
Following new guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, returning travelers whose last day in China, Italy,
South Korea or Iran was March 4, 2020 or afterwards should stay home and monitor their health for 14 days after returning to the
United States. Travelers returning from Japan should monitor their health for 14 days after returning to the United States.
All travelers who have returned from those countries in the last 14 days should call the Health Department at 802-863-7240 to
discuss monitoring for symptoms of shortness of breath, cough or fever. If you develop these symptoms, contact your health care
provider right away.

Everyday Preventive Measures
Person-to-person spread of the virus is thought to occur mainly via respiratory droplets produced when an infected person coughs
or sneezes. Much is still unknown about how the virus spreads. Take these everyday preventive actions to help stop the spread of
germs:







Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water are not available, use an alcoholbased hand sanitizer.
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
Stay home when you are sick.
Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash.
Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces.

Additional Resources
The Vermont Department of Health website contains guidance and answers to frequently asked questions, including:
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What does monitoring mean?
How can I protect myself?
Should I wear a face mask when I go out in public?
Guidance for travelers returning to Vermont from an affected area
Where is it safe to travel internationally?
Who can get tested for COVID-19?
What is the turnaround time for testing?
Resources for schools, child care programs and colleges
Where can I find translated materials?
Information for health care professionals
Guidance for businesses
Guidance for first responders
Guidance for long-term care facilities

View these resources at healthvermont.gov/covid19
The CDC is regularly updating its guidance at cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/summary.html.
###
Media Contact:
Ben Truman
Vermont Department of Health
802-951-5153 / 802-863-7281
bennett.truman@vermont.gov

******************************************************************************
Article Submission Information If your group or organization has community news to share, and you would
like to submit an article to The Monthly for publication, please contact us via email at derrynews@aol.com.
For your reference, our article submission deadline is the 25th of each month. Due to space limitations it is up
to our discretion to edit any and all submissions and/or reject submissions. The articles and information
enclosed do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the Town of Londonderry or its board members
************************************************************************
TOWN EMAIL LIST The town has established an Email/distribution list to send important and emergency
information to town residents and property owners. If you have not submitted your email address, please
consider doing so. Your information will not be shared with anyone. Call the town office at 824-3356 or email
to:townclerk@londonderryvt.org.
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