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Letter from the Editor:   

Sorry so late with the monthly.  Wanted to wait for the 4th festivities that were held on 
the 6th to get in but 13 guests, plus 3 extra dogs, 3 grandchildren and 2 delayed flights 
out of Albany sort of edged out my time and mental stability.  So please accept my 
tardiness but hopefully well worth the wait!! 

Let’s begin with thanking patriots everywhere! Respect for our country and what it 
stands for, the flag, liberty, independence and host of other complicated and important 
issues that seem to get lost in the process - were out in full force this week – it really 
makes our parade, fireworks and festivities that much more valuable.  Most especially 
thank you to Susie Wyman who works so hard all year to organize, cajole and 
successfully manage to put on a huge parade and fireworks for our community and 
those surrounding towns.  She does not have to put herself thru this every year.  She 
chooses to, out of commitment, love of her town and pride in her community.  Thank 
you, Susie.  Thank you to all those who helped and joined the parade or who came to 
watch. We can’t do it without you.  Thank you to Magic Mountain for hosting everybody 
for the fireworks.  To donate for the TREMENDOUSLY AMAZING fireworks display at 
MAGIC MOUNTAIN please send to Susie Wyman POB 216 Londonderry VT 05148.  
I have heard repeatedly that they were the best fireworks put on both in the area this 
year; and heard from some they were the BEST EVER!!!   

On that note, enjoy your summer, admire the beautiful flower boxes and barrels in 
town (Thank you Rugg Valley and waterers everywhere!), the concerts at Pingree Park 
and a host of other wonderful things available to us here in Londonderry!                 Darcy 
Duval 
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Enjoy pictures from the Parade! 
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Instructors Andy Belcher, Travis Richmond would demonstrate the rescue process and equipment use 

while instructor Don Gillespie would be the victim. 

 

MAGIC MOUNTAIN HOSTS RESCUE TRAINING 
On Wednesday June 26th, 2019 Ski Magic LLC hosted a Group Emergency Services Training and BBQ with 
their staff and local emergency agencies to be prepared in case the need arises for a rescue on the mountain.   
 
Ski Magic LLC is taking the initiative to enhance its safety services, team safety and response plans with bringing 
in and training with the local emergency services in case the need arises everyone is on the same level and can 
work together. Ski Patrol Director/Risk Management Specialist Andrew Belcher with President Geoff Hatheway 
of Ski Magic LLC worked to put this training together with Londonderry Technical Rescue, Londonderry 
Volunteer Rescue Squad, Phoenix Fire Dept-Londonderry, Champion Fire Dept- South Londonderry, Peru Fire 
Dept, and Magic Mountain Ski Patrol and Staff. 
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We realize being a small operation in the event of an emergency we will need help from our local Volunteer 
Emergency Squads. Including them in the training gives them the knowledge to help us and pre plan in case of 
an event” Andy explained.  Andy is also working with other resorts in the area for a proactive mutual assistance 
agreement if needed to help each other since we have several mountains with trained staff within an hour drive 
time. Getting to know each other and working together training makes it safer in the time of need. 
 
6 agencies were in attendance for the 3.5-hour training with 40 people total.  There was an hour lecture and 
review of Lift Evacuation Plan, Fall Rescue Plan: Harness Hanging Syndrome / Suspension Trauma injuries, 
and how to perform a rescue in the case of a worker falls from a work basket or tower and can’t rescue 
themselves; Medical care and considerations for a fallen / suspended worker; Low, Mid, and High angle rescues 
from the mountain terrain if needed and finally a review of other incidents in the industry. 
After the lecture all went out for a demonstration of a rescue from a lift tower, the situation was a worker fell from 
the walkway and could not self-rescue.  The second demo was of the New Advanced Lines Evacuation Kit by 
Cascade Rescue used as a devise to raise a rescuer or worker up to a workbasket or lift chair to assist in a 
rescue if needed. The 3rd and final step to the class the instructors loaded 3 lift chairs and sent them up the lift 
line and stopped the lift securing the power supply and demonstrating a lift failure with need to evacuate people 
stuck on the lift.  
 
A meeting with line officers who attended, and Ski Magic LLC staff was held with an after-action review to discuss 
the class, future training and interagency workability.  Everyone walked away gaining knowledge with a different 
perspective to this type of emergency and a better game plan if the need arises for it.  In addition, any EMS 
providers in attendance can use the hours towards their medical certifications.  
 
Ski Magic LLC strives to provide a safe work area and safe experience for all to enjoy. We want to provide high 
quality training to be prepared for all situations and emergencies with the hopes of never needing it. 
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Magic Mountain gets ACT 250 approval for snowmaking project 
New Dam Construction and Stream Alteration Work Begins This Summer at Magic 

 

 
Long a key element of SKI MAGIC LLC's 5-year strategic plan, Magic Mountain Ski Area has gained Vermont 
state permitting approval for doubling the size of its snowmaking pond to approximately 9 million gallons while 
taking the pond "off stream" to help create a better aquatic environment for downstream fish. The permit also 
allows the in-take of water from the Thompsonburg Brook along Route 11 for pond replenishment. 
 
“Expanding Magic's snowmaking capability is critical to the long-term success of our ski area in order to provide 
skiers more trails with more snow coverage” said Geoff Hatheway President of Magic Mountain. ”No matter what 
mother-nature decides to bring us in the winter, the doubling of our water resources allows us to cover over 60% 
of the mountain on both the East and West Sides, so our customers have a great mix of the East's most 
interesting and challenging terrain to ski and ride over a longer season." 
The snowmaking pond and stream work will begin later this summer and will be completed before the season 
begins.  
Cont’d on page 5 
 
This is the second Act 250 project approved this year for Magic. The installation of a Poma fixed-grip quad lift 
purchased from Stratton last year will also be done this summer and fall for the new ski season, which will 
effectively double Magic's uphill capacity. 
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The two projects together represent an investment of $2 million by SKI MAGIC LLC, who purchased Magic two 
and half years ago and has overseen record skier visits each year. Magic has been awarded the #1 ski area in 
North America each of those seasons by Liftopia's "Best in Snow" survey. 
 
Magic Mountain is an independent ski area in Londonderry Vermont with a unique mountain experience. Magic 
combines unmatched challenging ski terrain in southern Vermont; a “throwback” experience without soul-
crushing crowds; and, a laid-back, welcoming ski community culture. 
 
New capital from its SKI MAGIC LLC ownership group is now improving the ski area's infrastructure: more 
efficient snow-making coverage and more accessible, reliable lifts for all skier types, including beginner and 
learn-to-ski. Magic has also made considerable upgrades to its Black Line Tavern which has one of best après 
ski experiences and live music venues in southern Vermont-- now open during the summer and fall and has 
become a choice location for weddings and private parties.  SKI MAGIC has an initial 5-year plan to bring Magic 
to ongoing operating profitability which will help employees, local homeowners, local businesses, and most 
importantly, its growing family of skiers and riders who want Magic to succeed and be their year-round mountain 
adventure for generations to come.  VERMONT BUSINESS MAGAZINE 
****************************************************************************** 

 

SOUTH LONDONDERRY FREE LIBRARY 
KIDS EVENTS FOR JULY – Programs will include stories, songs, finger plays, games and a related craft 
presented by Linda Schroeder. 
Friday, July 19th at 2 pm celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Moon Landing 
Wild and Crazy Hair Day will be on Friday, July 26th at 1 pm 
 Special Event:   Rockin’ Ron, the Friendly Pirate, will delight and entertain children of all ages on Wednesday, 
July 31st at 1 pm. This performance will take place at the Londonderry Town Meeting Room and all are invited 
to rock along with fun, interactive pirate tunes! 
  
Your library offers some free passes for you to borrow including Hildene, Vermont State Parks, Brattleboro 
Retreat Farm, Vermont Historic Sites, the Brattleboro Museum and the Vermont History Museum.  If you are not 
already down-loading audio or e-books, stop by and we will give you your unique access number.  
 
Walter Knowles is our guest artist for the months of July and August. Walter’s mixed media paintings depict a 
variety of subjects from landscapes of Venice to local scenes. This exhibit can be viewed during library hours 
which are: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 am to 5 pm; Saturdays we are open from 10 am to 1 
pm. 
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Monday July 22nd, 5:30 PM - 8:40 PM CALYPSO IN THE COUNTRY BENEFIT on the patio of J.J. Hapgood 
Store in Peru is to benefit Neighborhood Connections. A tasty tropical island buffet along with the music of a 
local favorite band, Blue Flames Steel Band awaits you! Come dance and eat to support Neighborhood 
Connections on cost for buffet and music is $75 per person. Call 802-824-4800 to reserve your spot on the 
island!  J.J. Hapgood Store is located at 305 Main Street, Peru, VT 05152.  
 
Saturday July 27th 1:30 PM to 3 PM, presents Ticks Here, Ticks There…Ticks Everywhere! We are excited 
to host Dr. Kenneth Liegner to discuss tick migration, diseases that they carry and treatment modalities.  Dr. 
Liegner is a Board-Certified Internist with additional training in Pathology and Critical Care Medicine, practicing 
in Pawling, New York. He has been actively involved in diagnosis and treatment of Lyme disease and related 
disorders since 1988. He has published articles on Lyme disease in peer-reviewed scientific journals and has 
presented poster abstracts and talks at national and international conferences on Lyme disease and other tick-
borne diseases. He has cared for many persons seriously ill with chronic and neurologic Lyme disease. His work 
has focused on the serious morbidity and (occasional) mortality that can eventuate from this aspect of the illness. 
He has emphasized the urgent need for widespread clinical availability of improved methods of diagnostic testing 
and for development of improved methods of treatment for Lyme disease in all its stages. He holds the first 
United States patent issued proposing application of acaricide to deer for area-wide control of deer-tick 
populations as a means of reducing the incidence of Lyme disease. 
 

Tuesday August 27th 10:15 am How to Avoid Scams & Frauds – in collaboration with Vermont Department 
of Financial Regulation, Neighborhood Connections will host a timely presentation to learn how to avoid financial 
scams and fraud. The program will identify current scams and tactics being used today, is free and appropriate 
for all ages. The program provides free information and resources.  The Vermont Department of Financial 
Regulation is committed to ensuring the financial welfare of all Vermonters. As of January 2019, the Vermont 
Attorney General’s office reported a 4.55% increase in scams in Vermont since 2017. This statistic reflects 
reported scams.  
 

Space is limited, so please call 824-4343 to register with Neighborhood Connections at 802-824-4343.  Contact: 
Maggie Kaiser, Program Director, Neighborhood Connections, Inc., Londonderry VT  802-824-4343 
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Londonderry Arts & Historical Society 
Don’t Miss The Mountain Towns Dine-around on July 19! 
The Mountain Towns Dine-around is a festive party to benefit the Londonderry Arts and Historical Society.  It 
begins with cocktails at the Custer Sharp House (LAHS headquarters).  After cocktails guests will go to one of 
20 area homes for dinner.  Many of the dine-around hosts own historic homes in Londonderry, Landgrove, Peru 
and Weston.  Guests will receive their host-home assignment at cocktails.   
Dine-around guests will also have a chance to bid on five unique Londonderry treasures or experiences during 
cocktails.  Auction items include: 

• Original watercolor of iconic Londonderry by Bernadine Custer 

• Framed reproduction of the wonderful panorama of old South Londonderry that hangs in the Custer Sharp 

• Day sail for up to 6 people on Lake Champlain aboard a 42’ Hinkley sailboat with gourmet lunch 

• Guided walk/bike ride along the West River followed by catered dinner at the Depot  for 10 

• “Cook’s Night Off” with lunches, brunches and dinners at Londonderry’s restaurants. 

The Londonderry Arts and Historical Society hopes to raise $20,000 with its fundraising activities.  The cost of 
opening its buildings and managing the collections is not covered by membership contributions.  LAHS has made 
many improvements to its buildings and improved the gallery space and archives.   
To make your reservation for the Dine-around go to www.LAHSVT.org, email LondonderryAHS@gmail.com or 
call 802-824-4406.  
Unique Treasures and Experiences at the LAHS On-line Auction, July 6-July 20. 
Check out the Londonderry Arts and Historical Society’s on-line auction featuring unique Londonderry treasures 
and experiences.  

• Tea Party for 12 at LAHS’s Custer Sharp House. Don your hats and gloves and step back in time to 

savor petite fours, delicious tea sandwiches and an array of teas with 11 of your friends with flower 

arrangements by Capucine T. Barr. Perfect or a Mothers- daughters group, bridal shower, bridge group 

or just a great time for friends to connect! June 1 - November 1   

• Viking Ski and Fondue. Enjoy a day of skiing or snowshoeing (or both!) for eight at the Viking Nordic 

Ski Touring Centre in Londonderry. At the end of your outing, you and your friends will be served cheese 

and chocolate fondues with some wintery drinks by the wood stove in the clubhouse.  

• Roses and Rosé. Learn how to arrange roses while sipping Rosé. This workshop is for 5 people and 

will be taught by Capucine T. Barr. 

• Original pen and ink drawings by Bernadine Custer Sharp 

• Research your house history with Jonathan W. Stevens, professional genealogist and town and land 

record expert. A typed report of the findings will be provided, giving an overview of the past ownership 

of the property.  

• A family photo portrait or photo lesson with renowned local photographer Hubert Schriebl.     

The on-line auction opens July 6 and closes at midnight on July 20.  To view the items and bid, go to 

www.32auctions.com/LAHS19.  
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On Exhibit at the Custer Sharp House:  Down the River, New Lowell Lake Photos and Everett Vaile 
Reprints for sale. 

Londonderry Arts and Historical Society’s summer history exhibit opens Saturday June 22.  “Down the 
River” explores the properties along the West River before the Ball Mountain Dame was built.  “Lowell Lake”, 
where Londonderry’s first home sites were located, features photos from the collection that rarely have been 
displayed.  

Iconic Everett Vaile reprints are also for sale at the Custer Sharp House this summer.  From 1899-1947, 
Vaile produced a vast collection of glass plates in mostly South Londonderry from 1899-1947. It is a wonderful 
chronicle of life more than 100 years ago. Visitors can purchase prints at the Custer Sharp House or online at 
www.lahsvt.org. 

 
Everett Vaile photo of South Londonderry at the West River; reprints of this and other Vaile photos are now on sale. 

 

Calling all Artists: Local Artists' Expo at the Custer Sharp House in August 
The Londonderry Arts and Historical Society will exhibit the works of local artists from August 3 to 

August 31 at its headquarters, The Custer Sharp House, 2461 Middletown Road, Londonderry.  Exhibit hours 
are Saturdays and Wednesdays, 10-2.   There will be an artists' opening reception on Friday, August 2, 5-7 
PM.  

If you would like to exhibit, please contact Garrison Buxton (917-602-2153 garrison@adhocart.org) or 
Hilary Batchelor (824-4565 or Hilarybatchelor@gmail.com).  Receiving dates for submissions are July 24 and 
July 27, from 10-2 or by appointment. Artists should provide paperwork with Artist's Name, Email, Phone #, 
Address, and complete list of work(s). All art must contain information on the back including Artist's Name, 
Title, Description of that work, and Price. Art must be 1) labeled with artist name, medium, price, & phone 
number on back; 2) ready to hang & sell.  No pieces larger than 2’x2’. 

The Custer Sharp House is located at 2461 Middletown Road.   
It is open Wednesday and Saturday 10-2. For more information call Annie Campbell at 856-7284 or email us at 
Londonderryahs@gmail.com.  Press Contact: Elsie Smith, 802-824-4406, cell 914-707-0702  
elsiemsmith@gmail.com 
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Londonderry Community Lunch July 25 
Second Congregational Church, UCC, of Londonderry will be hosting a picnic lunch Thursday, July 25 

at 12 noon at Hapgood Pond for residents of the mountain towns. The meal will be under the pavilion at the park. 
The meals are free; donations are welcomed. The park is located on Hapgood Pond Road in Peru. 

Residents of all ages are welcome.  Neighbors and family members should pass this information along 
to those that might enjoy these lively, delicious gatherings.  

The schedule for the remaining 2019 lunches is:  August 22, September 26 and October 24. Any 
questions, please call the church at 824 6453. 

 
*********************************************************************************************************** 

 
SCVBR President Claudia Harris, Elyn Bischof, Andie Fusco, SCVBR VP Jenifer Prouty Hoffman 

 

South Central Vermont Board of REALTORS® would like to congratulate 2019 Realtor® of the Year, Elyn Bischof, 
and Good Neighbor Award recipient Andie Fusco. A very special thanks to Vermont Mortgage Company for sponsoring 
the event hosted by the Manchester Country Club. 

Realtor of the Year is not about being a top producer, how much money you make, or how many properties you’ve 
sold… it’s about good character, strong ethics, respecting your fellow agents, clients and customers, and the public at 
large.  In a business that many perceive as cutthroat and competitive, the Realtor® spirit is collaborative, cooperative, and 
demonstrates values of integrity, honesty, and a willingness to serve others.  Our 2019 Realtor® of the Year, Elyn Bischof 
of Mountain Realty, shares her time and talent with our local and state Realtor boards.  She participates in civic and 
charitable activities throughout the year, and positively impacts the Business community by being an incredible role model. 

A Good Neighbor is someone who genuinely cares about the needs of others... they give selflessly, consistently, 
and without consideration of “what’s in it for me?” Andie Fusco of TPW Real Estate, actively volunteers at the Habitat for 
Humanity Shires Resale Store, is on the Chocolatefest Committee for Neighborhood Connections, a member of the Lions 
Club Tri-Mountain chapter and is a mentor for a Flood Brook student with The Collaborative. She is the SCVBR Public 
Relations Committee Chair and serves on the Community Affairs Committee, along with 2018 Good Neighbor Award 
Recipient Pat DelGiorno. SCVBR will be donating $100 on her behalf to Bennington County Habitat for Humanity. 
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Landgrove Meeting House Summer Sunday Service Schedule 
When you are looking for an experience and an escape, we have the place for you. Come to the Sunday 

services at the Landgrove Meeting House this summer for fellowship, music, lifted voices, and inspirational 
words, set in a simple, classic 161-year-old building nestled in a pastoral Vermont landscape. Summer services 
held each Sunday at 9:30am from June 30 through August 25.   

Our service presenters are prominent individuals in diverse fields and distinguished clergy from Judeo-
Christian traditions who not only help us to interpret our world but take us down new paths of understanding. 
This also provides a sanctuary for civil discourse, a true exchange of ideas, hopes, concerns and a respite from 
divisions and diversions. All is enhanced by song and the talented professional players who provide music every 
week. Our old pump organ is still in working condition and adds to the service splendor. Following each service, 
refreshments are served on the lawn just outside the Meeting House.  

Sunday July 14 Speaker Michael J. Kennedy at Landgrove Meeting House 
The Landgrove Meeting House is delighted to welcome back Michael J. Kennedy, retired headmaster 

at Valley School in Ligonier, PA, on Sunday, July 14 at 9:30 am.  Widely known as a respected educator, 
Kennedy brings a unique perspective. He will speak this year on the subject of “Community Virtues” – sure to 
be a thoughtful and provocative message for our times. 

Kennedy’s lifetime commitment to education and teaching adolescents includes seven years at 
Chestnut Hill Academy in Pennsylvania where he taught English and was department chair.  He spent the next 
nine years at Pomfret School in Connecticut as chair of the English Department, and later Assistant 
Headmaster and Dean of Faculty. He retired from Valley School in 2008 after 20 years as head of school 
there. While he and his wife, Robin, now live in New London, NH, they owned a home in Landgrove for 15 
years and know and love the area deeply. 

The Landgrove Meeting House is located at the intersection of Hapgood Pond and Landgrove Roads 
in Landgrove. We kindly ask that when you visit the church, please park on the cemetery side of the road.  
Contact Martha Dale at mdale242@gmail.com 802-824-6564 for questions 
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3rd Annual Champion Fire Company No 5 Golf Tournament! 
 
Champion Fire Co held its third annual Golf Tournament at Stratton Mountain Golf Course and Green Apron 
Restaurant.  We had a record-breaking attendance for both the tournament and the dinner with a great showing 
by the ladies and even an up and coming teen golfer!!  We would like to thank our Sponsors and people who 
donated: 

Blue Flame       Casella 
Stratton    Wise Oak 
Larry Brown    Chaves Excavating 
Clarks IGA    Corner Market 
Glebe Mountain Gardens  Grandma Miller’s 
Hunter Excavating   Magic Mountain 
Mary Mitchell Miller Real Estate Stifel Investments 

 
We would of course like to thank all the people who came out and played on such a beautiful day to support us 
and the community we serve.  Thank you so much! 
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Article Submission Information  If your group or organization has community news to share, and you would 
like to submit an article to The Monthly for publication, please contact us via email at derrynews@aol.com.  For 
your reference, our article submission deadline is the 25th of each month.  Due to space limitations it is up to our 
discretion to edit any and all submissions and/or reject submissions.  The articles and information enclosed do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the Town of Londonderry or its board members 
************************************************************************ 

TOWN EMAIL LIST   

The town has established an Email/distribution list to send important and emergency information to town 
residents and property owners. If you have not submitted your email address, please consider doing so. Your 
information will not be shared with anyone. Call the town office at 824-3356 or email to: 
townclerk@londonderryvt.org.

 

Food scraps cannot go in the 

trash starting July 1, 2020.* 
Part of Vermont’s Universal Recycling Law. Applies to everyone, including businesses and residents. 

*People who compost in their backyards can put meat and bones in the trash.  

This transfer station collects food scraps for composting. 

Ask an attendant for details.  

Learn more at VTrecycles.com. 
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Changes to getting copies of 

VERMONT 

BIRTH& 
DEATH 
CERTIFICATES 

Effective 
July 1, 2019 

Act 46 (2017) enhances 

the security of birth and death 

certificates, provides better 

protection against misuse 

of these legal documents, 

and reduces the risk of 

identity theft. 

What you need to know: 
:> Only family members, legal guardians, certain court-appointed parties 

or their legal representatives can apply for a certified copy of a birth or 

death certificate. For death certificates, a funeral home or crematorium 

may also apply for a certified copy. 

:> Applicants must provide valid identification when applying for a. 

certified copy of a birth or death certificate. 

:> Nothing will change when ordering copies of marriage, civil union, 

divorce or dissolution certificates. 

:> Where to apply for certified copies of birth or death certificates: 
➔ Any Vermont Town or City Clerk's Office 

➔ Online at: secure.vermont.gov/VSARA/vitalrecords 

➔ Vermont State Archives and Records Administration (VSARA) 

➔ Vermont Department of Health Vital Records Office 

healthvermont.gov/ Act46 ~.VERMONT 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 


