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Letter from the Editor: 

WOW.  That was a rough week.  I’m sure there are a lot of people who had it way worse 

than I did.  And my heart goes out to all of you that suffered thru this power outage that 

was LONG and HARD.  The first day I was like Pioneer Woman – I got this.  By day 3 

(let alone 4) cold, dirty and frustrated Princess here was hoping that her dirty frustrated 

Prince would whisk her away. But we couldn’t. Neither could you.  So we all stayed, 

hoping for the power to come back. I will never take running water for granted again.  

Thank you to all the people that charged, showered and fed us.  And thank you to all the 

volunteer fire fighters, LVRS volunteers, town workers, Kevin Beattie our Town’s 

Emergency Coordinator, and good neighbors out there that were helping each other get 

through this.  Please say thank you to all those out there that helped us recover.  Mighty 

Londonderry is right!  We showed Mother Nature and everybody else that we can take 

care of not only ourselves but each other too.  Not that I’m dying to relive that experience 

again.  I suspect it’s like childbirth I will need about a year for the memories to fade to be 

willing to endure that again!  Good luck to everybody with catching up on real life that 

stacked up around us while we made do. I’m still doing the laundry from thanksgiving. 

So now that this hardship is behind us – let’s move on to celebrating the holidays and 

enjoying the upcoming festivities!  Vermont is a winter wonderland and certainly the 

almost 2 feet that dumped on us brought everybody up here for skiing and sleigh rides 

sooner than usual! Hopefully the rain won’t ruin our solid base and we can enjoy the rest 

of the season in white fluffy stuff not ice or mud!  Check out the Phoenix Fire Dept 

fundraiser Magic Mountain for New Years Eve – that will recharge your battery!! 

I think after this week - we can all agree we have so much to be thankful for.  We did not 

suffer thru raging forest fires or earth-quakes and we are mostly restored with power (I 

hope!).  I hope to see you all at the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony Friday at 6:30 to 

ring in the season and sing some carols and visit with Santa. 

The Town of Londonderry and its various representatives wish you and yours a Merry 

Christmas and a happy, healthy New Year.   

Darcy Duval   
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Londonderry Emergency Management Response  
to the Late November Power Outage 

 
 In the aftermath of a heavy, wet snowstorm on November 26th, Londonderry 
and surrounding towns experienced extensive downed trees and wires, with 
resulting widespread power outages.  Statewide, the number of customers losing 
power exceeded 100,000.  Londonderry outages peaked at close to 1500 early on 
Tuesday the 27th, but by late in the day settled to a little over 900, or about 50% of 
the town.  Londonderry and the immediately surrounding towns were among the 
hardest hit, with Windham, Andover, and Weston having more than 80% of their 
towns out. 
 Green Mountain Power began work immediately after the storm, but 
progress in restoring power moved slowly due to the amount of damage.  Focus in 
the first day or so was to get trees and wires out of roads so they could be made 
passable. 
 Londonderry Emergency Management began actively monitoring the 
situation immediately after the storm and began public outreach to determine 
assistance needs.  Due to the relatively mild temperatures the town took a “wait and 
see” approach and monitored progress. 
 Thursday morning, the town’s outage numbers remained at 900+.  Green 
Mountain Power was still working on repairs to main powerlines before any power 
could be restored.  By that time GMP was able to give an estimate of late Saturday 
for restoration of power to most customers.  With colder temperatures in the 
forecast, the decision was made to open an Emergency Operations Center and a 
warming shelter at the Rescue Squad building, since the town office was still 
without power. 
 Staff got the word out by way of the Londonderry Community Forum, the 
town’s email list, numerous posters put up around town, and VTalerts on Thursday 
and Friday.  There was modest but steady traffic of citizens taking advantage of the 
warming shelter to enjoy the heat and lights, fill water containers, charge phones 
and other devices, and have a cup of hot soup.  As word got around, residents from 
Windham, Andover, and Weston came in as well. 
 Staffers maintained communication with state and regional emergency 
managers, GMP, and continued to monitor and respond to public needs. 
 Many thanks to all who helped in many ways for the duration of the storm 
and its after effects! 
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Thanks to Town of Londonderry and LVRS for emergency shelter! 

Londonderry Town Office Generator is a Work in Progress, But It’s 

Getting Close! 
 About three years ago the Town of Londonderry applied for and received FEMA 

grants for emergency back up generators for the Flood Brook School and the town office 

building.  Flood Brook’s generator was installed last year and has the capacity to run the 

entire school and all its systems.  Since installation, the school has been able to remain 

open during power outages.  Flood Brook School will also function as a four town area 

emergency shelter when needed. 

 The generator for the town office has been slower in coming to fruition, thus the 

reason the town opened its Emergency Operations Center and warming shelter at the 

Rescue Squad building last week. 

 The good news is that we’re finally close to completion of that project!  Ironically 

the generator arrived last Wednesday during the power outage.  Work on installation is in 

progress.  Once it is online, the building will be powered during outages and will function 

as the Town’s Emergency Operations Center. 
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These lectures are offered at no charge, but please register to attend by calling 824-4343.

 

Thursday December 13th 2PM Combating Winter Blues with Mindfulness  by Cheryl 

Wilfong. The days are getting shorter and our calendars are down to the last pages. For 

many, these are especially hard days when our minds are burdened with negative 

thoughts and feelings.  Mindful meditation can help relax our minds.   Cheryl will 

tdiscuss mindfulness and lead short guided meditations designed to help combat the 

winter blues. Cheryl teaches mindfulness at Vermont Insight Meditation Center and at 

Northampton Insight in Massachusetts. She is an author, Master Gardener, Master 

Composter and writes an award-winning blog at 

www.themeditativegardener.blogspot.com.  Space is limited, so call 824-4343 to attend. 

 

 

Thursday December 13 5:30PM How the Trump Tax Law Affects You by Ron 

Theissen If you are part of the 1%, you will love the new Trump Tax Law. If not, then let 

Ron Theissen, CPA, CFP of the Chester office of Fisher Financial Advisors, tell you how 

the new tax law may affect you and some end-of-the year planning opportunities.  He will 

discuss how itemized deductions will be affected; what you can do about your 

investments; how your retirement accounts be will affected; whether you should consider 

a Roth Conversion; and detail the latest changes in the Vermont law.  

 

Space is limited, so call 824-4343 to register. Light refreshments, coffee and tea will be 

served.   

NON-PERISHABLE ITEMS: Beginning November 26th and ending December 12th 

we will be collecting non-perishable items (which can not be purchased with food 

stamps) for distribution to the community. These include laundry detergent, pet food, nail 

files, tissues, paper goods such as toilet paper and paper towels, men and women's 

toiletries, gloves, mittens, and white socks for men and women. Beginning November 

26th, you can drop thee items off here at NC. And...thank you. 

 

Join Us For Soup Socials!Come on out and mingle with your neighbors while enjoying 

delicious soup and accompaniments. Our 2nd Soup Social is at noon on Wednesday, 

December 12th. Lunch will be graciously provided by the Neighborhood Connections' 

Board of Directors. Seating is limited so please call 824-4343 by December 7th. 

 

http://www.themeditativegardener.blogspot.com/
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Giving Tree Tags Now Available! Want to make a child's Xmas wish come true? Come 

on by Neighborhood Connections and choose a gift tag. Thanks to the Londonderry 

Congregational Church, we have a wide assortment of Giving Tree tags. All gifts must be 

wrapped with the Tag attached and returned to the Church by December 14th. 

  
 

LET US WRAP UP YOUR CHRISTMAS!!  We are wrapping your Christmas presents 

purchased at THE ORVIS FLAGSHIP STORE in exchange for donations to our worthy 

cause on December 17th from 11AM to 4PM and again December 19th 11AM – 4PM. 

Reduce your stress and sooth your soul at the same time!! 
 

 

 

SOUTH LONDONDERRY FREE LIBRARY 

DOINGS IN DECEMBER 

 

Come to the Your Library on Saturday, December 8th at 10:30 for SIMPLE GIFTS - a 

fun present-making workshop and Open House to celebrate the arrival of the Holidays... 

 

Casey Junker Bailey invites children of all ages to make a collection of one-of-a-kind 

presents for family and friends at one of her most popular presentations. There will be 

refreshments, music and books galore to peruse and purchase for that special someone. 

We have a wonderful selection of Antique and gently used books in all categories and all 

sales will benefit the library.  Books make great gifts! 

 

December 8th @ 11AM there will be a visit from Santa who will listen to your children's 

requests for what they most want for Christmas, Hanukkah or Kwanza and he will 

present a small gift for every child as well. Santa will be downstairs next to a replica of 

an evergreen tree creatively fashioned out of books. This Book Tree was designed by 

Laura Megroz and put together with the help of Library Trustees. On the tree made out of 

books there will be hand-crafted repurposed books that were made from vintage books 

and inserted with blank pages that you can use for journals, sketching or for whatever you 

can think of. All of these books, crafted by Laura Megroz, will be on sale for $22 each. 

All sales benefit the Library.  Please join us on December 8th and join the festivities with 

your kids and your neighbors.  

 

While you are here you can view Esther Fishman's fabulous pastels and intricate collages 

as well as jewelry and unique ornaments that she created. This exhibit will be on display 

from now until the end of December and you can visit anytime during library hours.  
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LIBRARY HOURS are: Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 to noon and 1 to 5 

pm. Additionally we are open Wednesday evenings from 7 to 9 pm and on Saturdays you 

can check out the excellent collection of books for children and adults anytime from 10 

am to 1 pm. 

 

We are located at 15 Old School Street in South Derry. Our phone is 824-3371 or you can 

contact us at southlondonderryfreelibrary@yahoo.com. 

 

See you at the library! Mary K. Butera, Librarian

 

mailto:southlondonderryfreelibrary@yahoo.com
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COME JOIN US!!!! 

 

CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING 

6:30 PM FRIDAY DECEMBER 7TH 

 

 Mountain Marketplace  

Londonderry VT 
 

Tree Lighting Ceremony, Santa & Mrs. Claus, Hot 

Cocoa, & Christmas Caroling  

 

Sponsored by the Londonderry Rotary  

and Susie Wyman 
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An Open House immediately follows at 

Neighborhood Connections. Bring the children for 

homemade cookies and hot chocolate!  
 

LONDONDERRY TRI-MOUNTAIN LIONS CLUB  
When you were a child did you look forward to weekends and school 

vacations? Unfortunately, a small group of local kids do not. Why?  

They will be not be getting the free breakfasts and free or reduced 

lunches provided by their schools, they are going to be hungry. In 

Londonderry the school nurse working with the local food shelf 

packs food in backpacks for these kids to take home over weekends 

and school vacations. Once a month Tri-Mtn Lions are providing 

fresh fruit, granola bars and fruit cups for these backpacks. 

Most towns in Southern Vermont have a free Senior luncheon at least once a month. Tri-

Mtn Lions are providing rides to these luncheons for the seniors who would not be able to 

attend as they have no transportation. We also put our baking talents to good use and 

provide homemade cookies for them to take home and enjoy after the luncheon.  

On Wednesday November 14th Tri-Mtn Lions sponsored the first Soup Social at 

Neighborhood Connections, we prepared homemade Corn Chowder, Chicken Noodle 

Soup, Muffins, Bread & Butter and dessert.  These meals are important to help 

supplement the nutritional needs of many. 

 

Londonderry Area Tri-

Mtn lion Randee Keith 

delivering fresh fruit for 

backpacks to school nurse 

Laurie Distasio. 
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LONDONDERRY WELCOMES BACK ONE OF ITS OWN 

Red Slate Restaurant’s New Chef is Heating up the Kitchen 

The Red Slate Restaurant at Upper Pass Lodge is excited to introduce their new chef, 

Jeremy Derby. Jeremy joins the restaurant with 22 years of kitchen experience, 16 as 

chef.  

 

“We are confident that Jeremy is the perfect fit for our restaurant, bringing with him new 

energy and enthusiasm” said Vincent Presciti, General Manager for Upper Pass Lodge. 

“Since his arrival, he has introduced daily specials that along with his own versions of 

regular menu favorites are being very much enjoyed by our diners.” 

 

Born in Rutland & raised in Londonderry, Jeremy began his culinary journey as a 

dishwasher in a restaurant at 16 years of age. It was there—watching the chef in 

action, learning to help prep and remembering how food brought people together 

when he was growing up—that he knew he wanted to bring that joy to other 

people. 

 

“Food has been a passion for me as long as I can remember. Something I have my 

Mom to thank for” said Jeremy. “Knowing that the dishes I create are being 

enjoyed brings me much comfort. Along with my new menu items, I will also 

focus on taking Red Slate to the next level.” 

 

Previously, Jeremy worked at Jake’s Marketplace Café and the Inn at Weston. He also  

owned and operated the Nothin’ Fancy Food Truck.  

 

The Red Slate Restaurant & Bar is open for dinner Wednesday through Sunday from 5 – 

9 p.m. It is Vermont’s only bar to exclusively serve Vermont-made spirits, beers and 

wines. The restaurant is also open Saturday and Sunday from 7:30 – 10 a.m. for 

breakfast. 

 

Visit www.upperpasslodge.com/dining-bar to view menus and learn more about their 

weekly special evenings: Burgers and Beer Night, Spirits of Vermont Thursdays and Slow 

it Down Sundays. Food specials are posted outside the restaurant daily. 

 

 

About Upper Pass Lodge 

Located at the base of Magic Mountain in Southern Vermont, Upper Pass Lodge offers 

affordable and pet-friendly year-round lodging with exemplary guest services. It has 

received TripAdvisor’s Certificate of Excellence for five consecutive years, 2014-2018.  

Jeremy Derby 
Chef, Upper Pass Lodge 

http://www.upperpasslodge.com/dining-bar
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Article Submission Information  If your group or organization has community news to 

share, and you would like to submit an article to The Monthly for publication, please 

contact us via email at derrynews@aol.com.  For your reference, our article submission 

deadline is the 25th of each month.  Due to space limitations it is up to our discretion to 

edit any and all submissions and/or reject submissions.  The articles and information 

enclosed do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the Town of Londonderry 

or its board members 

************************************************************************ 

TOWN EMAIL LIST  The town has established an Email/distribution list to send 

important and emergency information to town residents and property owners. If you have 

not submitted your email address, please consider doing so. Your information will not be 

shared with anyone. Call the town office at 824-3356 or email to 

londontown@vermontel.net

 

mailto:derrynews@aol.com

