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Letter from the Editor:
Thanksgiving. An American tradition of giving thanks with a murky history. The first
national celebration of Thanksgiving in America was declared in 1775 by the Continental
Congress. This was to celebrate the win at Saratoga during the American Revolution.
However, this was not an annual event.
Another “first” Thanksgiving was held in early autumn of 1621 at Plymouth Plantation in
Massachusetts. The 53 colonists who had survived harsh conditions celebrated with what
they called a harvest festival. Over 90 Indians were invited to join the feast of turkey,
duck, fish, venison and cornbread. It was much later that the holiday became what is now
known as Thanksgiving Day, which President Abraham Lincoln made an official holiday
in 1863.

Credit: Jean Leon Gerome Ferris

So – we too will give thanks. For our family, friends and neighbors, for our beautiful
town and all the people in it that make it so special. One of the first thanksgivings was
really about the pilgrims enduring hardship and being grateful to have survived. I know
in this day and age we live in ways far better than just surviving, but we each have our
personal burdens and many in our area still don’t have their power on – an incredible
inconvenience – so we will give thanks for the blessings we do share and I wish you a
wonderful harvest season and Thanksgiving.
Darcy Duval

The Londonderry Monthly is available online
You can get your copy of The Monthly online from the Town of Londonderry’s website
www.londonderryvt.org
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LONDONDERRY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT
Kevin Beattie, Londonderry's Emergency Management Director, and the Mighty
Londonderry CRO have partnered with Vermont Emergency Management to host a
Tabletop Exercise on Saturday, November 4th at the Twitchell Building
(Londonderry town office building). Registration will begin at 8:00 AM, the
exercise will start at 8:30, and we will end by 12:30. We would love to see you or
someone from your organization at the table to discuss how we can make Londonderry
better prepared for emergencies as we discussed last February. (This was a meeting of
fire departments, rescue squad, Neighborhood Connections, town officials, churches, and
others who would respond to an emergency and help the town recover to see what we
could do to improve communication.) This will enable Londonderry service providers to
test their ability to communicate with each other in the event of a disaster situation such
as Tropical Storm Irene. We will be facilitated and evaluated by a team from the
Vermont Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security so recovery and
response in a real disaster should be more efficient and effective. Light refreshments will
be served.
The focus will be on testing these core capabilities: Operational Coordination,
Community Resilience, and Public Information and warning.
The objectives of the session are as follows:
•

•

•

Discuss the process for sharing information on affected areas and recovery
priorities between the Londonderry Emergency Operations Center, emergency
services, town officials, and other officials during and after a disaster.
Discuss the processes and procedures to facilitate actions necessary to adapt to,
withstand, and quickly recover from incidents affecting Londonderry including
social service agencies.
Discuss the ability of the Londonderry EOC, town and other officials to
communicate with the public on response, recovery, and mitigation during and
after a disaster.

Please let me know whether you or one or more representatives from your agency
plans to attend. You can respond to mightylondonderry@gmail.com. Ideally,
participants in this exercise should have a leadership or coordination role in your
organization and are prepared to speak on behalf of the organization. One or two
decisions makers from each organization will sit at the table, others are welcome to
observe. Participants should bring a copy of the plans and procedures they expect to use
during a disaster.
Thank you very much. We look forward to seeing you on November 4th.
Bruce Frauman, Chair Mighty Londonderry CRO
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LONDONDERRY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Wednesday, Nov. 29 6:30PM
The Londonderry Conservation Commission is sponsoring an encore lecture by Sue
Morse at 6:30 P.M.on Wednesday, Nov. 29 at Flood Brook School (91 Rt. 11,
Londonderry). Her lecture on Return of the Cougar was very popular. The new lecture,
titled Animals of the North: What will Global Climate Change Mean for Them?
This program is designed to educate audiences about ways in which northern wildlife
species are already being affected by climate change, with more serious challenges
ahead. Canada lynx, moose, American marten, caribou, polar bear, arctic fox and arctic
marine mammals and waterfowl are some of the species covered in this stunningly
beautiful show. The program will devote equal time to sharing remarkable images and
stories about plants and animals in their northern habitats - - all in the spirit of Jane
Goodall’s “reason for hope.” Her intent is to inspire our attendees, young and old alike, to
join us in the vital crusade to change our fossil fuel-burning ways, conserve natural
resources and share a healthy planet with all that lives.
The program is free and open to the public. No registration is required, but donations to
the Londonderry Conservation Commission are always welcome. Questions can be
directed to Irwin Kuperberg at irwin234@yahoo.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The town is seeking volunteers to serve on the Traffic Safety Committee, the Parks Board
and After the Flood Committee. Please contact the Town Office to apply or if you have
any questions call 802-824-3356 or email londontown@vermontel.net.
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Phoenix Fire Co#6 Auxiliary Halloween Parties AT

SATURDAY OCTOBER 28th
The events at Magic were

a huge success both for
the kids and the grown
ups! With food, dance
party and gifts! Thank you
Magic for hosting!

Champion Fire Co#5 Haunted House & Trunk or Treat on
Halloween night was another fun event with a great turnout.

Champion would like to thank all the community and department members who turned out in attendance and/or
volunteered their time including Weston Fire Co & Londonderry Rescue & Emergency Co’s. We would also like to
thank Tad Kinsley for his help procuring food and donating a case of burgers!
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SOUTH LONDONDERRY FREE LIBRARY
The final Sketching Class hosted by artist, geologist and world traveler, Paul Myers will
be on Wednesday, November 8th at 7 pm. We thank Paul for donating his time to inspire
and encourage others to tap into their artistic selves.
While you are visiting the library to check out a new book, a movie, an audio book on
compact disc or a magazine, please take the time to view Victoria Duffy’s unique exhibit
of abstract monoprints. All artwork is for sale and a portion of the proceeds will benefit
the library.
Casey Junker Bailey will present her annual Thanksgiving program for children of all
ages on Saturday, November 18th at 10:30. Pilgrims will listen to a story and make
decorations for the Thanksgiving table and reflect on what we all have to be grateful for.
We thank Barb Wells and her lively book discussion group for meeting at the library on a
monthly basis, usually held on the third Wednesday of the month at 10 am. Board of
Trustees meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month at 7 pm and all patrons
and potential volunteers are welcome.
Some recent acquisitions that you might be interested in reading are Unbelievable: My
Front- row Seat to the Craziest Campaign in America History by Katie Tur, A Legacy of
Spies by John Le Carre, Rooster Bar by John Grisham, Magpie Murders by Anthony
Horowitz, Astrophysics for People in a Hurry by Neil DeGrasse Tyson, Al Franken Giant
of the Senate by Al Franken, Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult, The Subtle Art of Not
Giving a … by Mark Manson andThe Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George. There are
many more new titles and we encourage you to stop in and check them out. Don’t buy
your books, borrow them, from your great, little, local library.
For children there a bunch of neat books that we recently purchased including What Do
You Do With An Idea? Olivia Goes to Venice and Olivia the Spy, Dragons Love Tacos,
Grow! Raise! Catch! Granite Iditarod Champions and lots more. We also have many
movies and audio books that were recently donated. Stop in and check out our great new
table, chairs, refinished wood floor and improvements to your House of Books.
The Library is located at 15 Old School Street in South Londonderry and our hour are:
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10 to noon & 1 to 5 pm with additional hours
on Wednesday evenings from 7 to 9 pm and Saturdays from 10 am to 1 pm.
Our phone number is 824-3371 or you can email us at
southlondonderryfreelibrary@yahoo.com.
See you at the library!
Mary K. Butera
Librarian Director
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LOCAL ART EXHIBIT
VICTORIA DUFFY
At the South Londonderry Library
Thru November
T HROU

Local artist, Victoria Duffy, is exhibiting her abstract
prints at the library through November. All pieces are available for
purchase, and a portion of all sales will be donated to both the
library, and toward the aid of those affected by recent hurricanes.
Contact the library: 802.824.3371

GH
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NOV 8th, NOV 29th & DEC 8th - VALLEY HEALTH CONNECTIONS TO ASSIST
WITH HEALTHCARE AND MEDICARE ENROLLMENT Rose Ann McCarthy
from Valley Health Connections will be at Neighborhood Connections for three
Wednesdays from 9-2pm to register Vermont residents for 2018 healthcare, Medicare as
well as Supplemental Plans. She will be taking appointments on November 8th,
November 29th and December 8th. Call Rose Ann directly at (802) 885-1616 to make an
appointment.
Valley Health Connections is a certified navigator organization for Vermont Health
Connect and can assist you with enrollment in a Qualified Health Plan, Medicaid or even
Medicare.

Neighborhood Connections is a community-based non-profit social services agency serving
individuals and families in the area mountain towns of south-central Vermont. Check out our
website at www.neighborhoodconnectionsvt.org.
*****************************************************************************

PUBLIC NOTICE
Justice of the Peace Vacancy
This serves as notice of a vacancy in the Town of Londonderry for the position of Justice
of the Peace. The current term ends in January, 2019. This seat was formerly held by
Steve Prouty, who passed away in early 2017. He was most recently elected as an
Independent. To be considered as an appointee, you must be a registered voter in
Londonderry and a political Independent. This position will be appointed by Governor
Phil Scott. The Town Clerk’s office will be accepting letters of interest until Wednesday,
November 15, 2017 and can be dropped off at the Town Office, 100 Old School Street,
South Londonderry or emailed to londontown@vermontel.net. Please address letters to
Governor Scott.
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Vermont Health Connect’s 2018 Open Enrollment Runs Nov 1st – Dec 15th
Early deadline highlights the importance of planning ahead and acting quickly!
October 4th marks the four weeks until the start of 2018 open enrollment for Vermont
Health Connect (VHC), the state’s health insurance marketplace. This year, open
enrollment will run from Nov 1 to Dec 15, which is shorter than in past years. Members
will have a start date of Jan 1 2018.
Open enrollment is the annual period when new applicants can use the marketplace to
sign up for health and dental plans for the coming year. It is also the time that existing
member have the option to change plans. Existing members who want to stay in the
same plan can simply continue to pay their bills on time and will automatically be
renewed into the 2018 version of their current plan.
Vermonters who qualify for subsidies can sign up with Vermont Health Connect either
online, by phone or with one of more than 150 in-person assisters located across the state.
Vermonters who don’t qualify for subsidies can streamline the process by direct enrolling
with Blue Cross Blue Shield of Vermont (BCBSVT) or MVP Health Care (MVP) and
establishing a single point of contact with their insurance carrier.
Most Vermonters will find 24 options for qualified health plans – including four new
bronze plans from BDBSVT and MVP, as well as dental plans from Northeast Delta
Dental (NEDD). Vermonters who are under 30 years old have the option of choosing a
catastrophic plan from either carrier in addition to the 24 other options.
More than ¾ of Vermont Health Connect members find that they qualify for subsidies to
lower the cost of insurance, with the typical individual expected to receive $395 per
month toward the 2018 insurance plan of their choice. For most uninsured Vermonters, it
is cheaper to buy health insurance and gain health care than to pay the federal fee for
being uninsured and still risk the immense costs that can come from an accident or
unexpected illness.
Vermonters who miss the Dec 15th deadline could have to wait until Jan 2019 to start
health coverage, although those who qualify for Medicaid can sign up throughout the
year and those who qualify for a Special Enrollment Period generally have 60 days to
sign up.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
November 1st – first day to sign up for 2018 health coverage
November 9th – open enrollment webinars with Dept of VT Health Access staff and
representatives from all three insurance carriers at
http://info.healthconnect.vermont.gov/events/month/2017-11
December 15th – last day for individuals to sign up and confirm a qualified health plan
December 26th – due date to pay January 2018 premiums
	
  

Call: Toll-Free 1-855-899-9600 Click: www.vermonthealthconnect.gov
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LONDONDERRY TRANSFER STATION
Annual Londonderry Transfer Station Permits are required to use the transfer station.
They are NOT to be confused with the new Punch Cards.
Your current 2017 permit is valid through December 31, 2017. 2018 permits will be
available in November and can ONLY BE PURCHASED at Londonderry Town
Office in person or by mail with a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Resident permits
cost $10, Commercial/Contractor/Caretaker permits cost $25.
Punch cards will be effective October 2nd. They are on sale now and can be purchased at
Peru, Weston, Windham and Londonderry Town offices in person or by mail with a
SASE or in person at Londonderry Hardware and Weston Marketplace.
Please send questions to londonrecycle@vermontel.net

************************************************************************
WHAT IS IN A NAME?
It has been brought up numerous times that the name we co-opted from the former
Londonderry Monthly is… ROUTINE (dull, commonplace, unimaginative etc).
Somebody dredged up the former, former name from… the 1940’s? 30’s? which was
Londonderry Aire…. HAHA – I love that actually. So we are asking you – for names,
preferences, suggestions or any brilliant idea of what our little newsletter should be
called. Please submit your ideas or requests to derrynews@aol.com. I retain the right to
refuse any and all suggestions we don’t like. Thank you.
Suggestions thus far: Londonderry Daze
Derry News
Doings in Derry
The Londonderry Updater
The Dish on Derry
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VT ALERT
If you haven’t already signed up for VT Alert, this would be a good time. Londonderry is
now authorized to send customized alerts, and several individuals here have received
training to use the system. From the VT Alert web page: “The free service allows the
public to sign up for notifications about severe weather, road conditions, emergency
situations, and more. Users choose which alerts they wish to receive and how they
receive them. Delivery systems include text, e-mail, telephone, and others.”
You can enroll in VT Alert here: www.vtalert.gov.

Community Potluck and Movie
Night!
Friday, December 1st
5:30 Dinner
6:00 Movie
Twitchell Building
100 Old School St.
South Londonderry
*************************************************************************************
Article Submission Information If your group or organization has community news to share, and you
would like to submit an article to The Monthly for publication, please contact us via
email at derrynews@aol.com. For your reference, our article submission deadline is the 23rd of each
month. Due to space limitations it is up to our discretion to edit any and all submissions and/or reject
submissions. The articles and information enclosed do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the
Town of Londonderry or its board members

*********************************************************************
Bone Builders meet FREE at the Twitchell Bldg every Monday and Wednesday at 9:30
a.m
************************************************************************
TOWN EMAIL LIST The town has established an Email/distribution list to send
important and emergency information to town residents and property owners. If you have
not submitted your email address, please consider doing so. Your information will not be
shared with anyone. Call the town office at 824-3356 or email to
londontown@vermontel.net
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